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Subpart A—Tribally Controlled
Community Colleges

§ 41.1 Purpose.
The policy of the Department of the

Interior is to support and encourage
the establishment, operation, and im-
provement of tribally controlled com-
munity colleges to ensure continued
and expanded educational opportuni-
ties for Indian students. The regula-
tions in this subpart prescribe proce-
dures for providing financial and tech-
nical assistance to this end under the
Tribally Controlled Community Col-
lege Assistance Act of 1978 (Pub. L. 95–
471, 92 Stat. 1325, 25 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

§ 41.2 Scope.
The regulations in this subpart are

applicable to the provision of financial
and technical assistance to Community
Colleges under title I of the Act. They
do not apply to the provision of assist-
ance to Navajo Community College.
Subpart B of this part applies to assist-
ance to Navajo Community College
under title II of the Act.

§ 41.3 Definitions.
As used in this subpart A:
(a) Academic term means a semester,

trimester, or other such period (not
less than six (6) weeks in duration) into
which a community college normally
subdivides its academic year, but does
not include a summer term.

(b) Academic year means a twelve
month period established by a commu-
nity college and approved by the Direc-
tor of Education as the annual period
for the operation of the college’s edu-
cation programs.

(c) The Act means the Tribally Con-
trolled Community College Assistance
Act of 1978 (Pub. L. 95–471, 92 Stat. 1325,
25 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

(d) Assistant Secretary means the As-
sistant Secretary for Indian Affairs of
the Department of the Interior, or his/
her duly authorized representative.

(e) Community College means an insti-
tution of higher education which (1) is
formally controlled or operated and
managed by the governing body of an
Indian Tribe or by the governing bodies
of two or more Indian Tribes, or (2) is
established or is otherwise sanctioned
or chartered by resolution, ordinance,
or other official action (which is still
in full force and effect) of such govern-
ing body or bodies. However, for pur-
poses of this definition, only one such
institution shall be recognized with re-
spect to any one Tribe. A Community
College that meets the requirements of
this definition with respect to more
than one Tribe must meet such re-
quirements with respect to at least one
Tribe that has no other currently for-
mally controlled, operated and man-
aged, established, sanctioned, or char-
tered Community College.

(f) Director of Education means the Di-
rector of the Office of Indian Education
Programs of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, or his/her duly authorized rep-
resentative.

(g) Full time equivalent or FTE, means
the number of Indian students (1) en-
rolled full-time for an entire academic
term at a community college, cal-
culated on the basis of registrations as
in effect at the conclusion of the sixth
week of an academic term, plus (2) the
full-time equivalent of the number of
other Indian students who are enrolled
part-time for an entire academic term
at a community college (determined on
the basis of the quotient of the sum of
credit hours for which all such part-
time students are registered during
such academic term, divided by twelve
(12)), calculated on the basis of reg-
istrations as in effect at the conclusion
of the sixth week of an academic term.
The formula for calculating the Indian
FTE for an academic term is expressed
mathematically as FTE=FT+PTCR/12
where FT is the number of full time In-
dian students (those carrying 12 or
more credit hours at the end of the
sixth week of the academic term) and
PTCR is the number of credit hours for
which part-time Indian students are
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